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contributions or of the student-community partnership (holding a party to celebrate 
a job well done, awarding certificates of appreciation, providing community-
sponsored scholarships).

4.	 Curriculum: The moral curriculum should not be separated from academic content, 
but rather the two should be connected and intertwined within the classroom and 
school (Berkowitz, 2012):

•• History lessons and classic literature typically include moral dilemmas, as do 
current events in social studies classes.

•• Characters within an academic unit can be discussed from a moral standpoint 
(e.g., Martin Luther King Jr., Huckleberry Finn, Rosa Parks).

•• Visual displays can be provided in classrooms to increase awareness of moral 
issues and to encourage charitable behavior, a positive attitude, and an awareness 
of environmental concerns.

5.	 Challenging the status quo: Students should not only be allowed but encouraged to 
challenge standards and social conventions to further their perspective-taking skills 
and advance their level of moral reasoning. Many times, ambiguity in situations can 
be used as an example of a moral dilemma, with students asked to provide 
information from various perspectives. Discussion of moral dilemmas within 
classrooms was a central component of Kohlberg’s school program, Just 
Community, to advance cognitive moral reasoning (Berkowitz, 2012; Kohlberg, 
1975; McDonough, 2005).

6.	 School-based interventions: School-based programs that include extensive teacher 
training can facilitate moral development. Many of these programs include role-playing to 
encourage the development of perspective-taking skills (Gibbs, 1991) as well as 
rehearsing prosocial solutions to moral issues, including modifying children’s social-
cognitive deficits and decreasing the likelihood of aggression (Espelage, Low, Polanin, & 
Brown, 2013; Jones, Brown, & Aber, 2011; Yeager, Miu, Powers, & Dweck, 2013).

Service Learning. 
Instruction that connects 
classroom learning with 
service to the community 
can increase prosocial 
behavior and decrease 
aggressive behavior among 
students.
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